The Story of the Lost Schoolhouses

In the early 20th century, an unlikely partnership built nearly 5,000 schools for

African American children across the rural South. Now only a few remain. Here, the
stories behind four.
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Built across (e South from 1913 w0 1932, these
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i Aanerican children.
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fiee provided the mency to match the grants,
Fven with the added financial burden of com-
ity fund-rmising by those whoe conld least
afford it thousands of schacls were built across
the rural South.

Today, some of these teasures are being
saved for future generaticns. Dot others
are in danger of disappearing. When the
ional Trust for Historic Pres
the schools to its 2002 List of Ame
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When the Rosenwald program ended In
1932, 4,977 schools had bean built.
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| The South Carolina Schoolhouse: A Heritage

Restored

HE CARROLL SCHOUL, URIGINALLY
built in 1929, stands in the flat
farming country south of Rock
Hill, Soutlh Carolina. Back in the

19405, Bill Catheart picked countless ows

ot entton in the tall hefore he conld put

lewarn his sack and step into te school that
wonld take him beyond the fields worked
hy generations of his family. “The story of
this school was almast forgaticn,” savs

Bill. o Carroll student from 1943 o 1950,

=t was built with the idea that no matter

the sacrifice. our children must lean

Every filth grader in Reck Hill public
sehnols spends a day at the Carroll School,
now a fell-study center, where lc.m.hrr
Melanie Hornsby, Bill, and instructor
Jamves Hart guide them through challenges
Tacing students in the Depression-era
South, “These Kids are from different
hackgrounds, hut they are captivated by
the oral history shared by Bill and James”
says Melande. “The best way to leamn his-
tory is from those wh Jived it
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ldla Palmer {rlght), a former student and teacher at the Braden-Sinal School, visits with cur-
rent owner Ann Smithwick. Ida still strolls down the same rural lane she walked as a student.

LT OF CHICKENS LOST THEIR
lives to hecome Sunday box sup-
piers 1o help pay for this schoal”
avs Ida Palimer, o student and
Tater a teacher at the Braden-Sinai School,
built am 1922, east of Memphis. “Farmers
suld livestock or set aside a little plot of
land, with the profit geing toward the
schaol ™

Ihose saerilices paid off lor Lda, who
araduated [rom Braden in the 1930 and
then from a lecal schon]l and nearby
Lane College. Afterwand, having promised
Lo b al U schoul whene she leamed o
read, she retormed homs was paid 512
a manth,” reealls Tda, 1 went to the board
of education, where they gave me & bucket,
a water dipper, chalk, an eraser, and a
brovan and asked e to stant teaching ™ She
taught at the school until students trans-
Terred 1o integrated schools after the land-
mark Supreme Court decision Drown
v. Board of Bducation of ‘Topeka in 1954,
Alter its closure, lda

Aan Smithwick, a docsmentary plctagra
pher wha lives in the scheol with her
hushand and two daughters. “The previ-
aus cewner remande the school into s home,
Tt we added ereative touches like a fire-
place adorned with @ mosaic alphabet.
Rosenwald-funded Duildings used stan-
dardized plans incorporating the latest
in school design. Banks of donble-lung
windows were placed Lo shine light over
the students’ shoulders from lell toright so
right-handed wrirers wonldn't cast shad-
aws o their papers. The tall, double-hung
windows i Anmn's schoolhouse home have
heen replaced with French doors, bt the
clapboand siding, ved tin roof, and familiar
shape el the schonl remam.
‘-‘\flﬂ we nnwul in,a nL'

retired Lo her home
that’s within walking
distance.

he school was
used for a Head Start
pragram and then lay
vacanl for 18 years)”
says currenl owner

document ils story
through my photog,
raphy. 171 bring for-
ter sludents ko my
studio, and a ood-
gate of memorics will
apen. They had such
greal days in here!

Students pose during Braden's school days.
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Matural light was Important to
the architects of the
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Alabama Schoolhouse: Rebuilt With Community Spirit

wkiil

Liz Sims and her former classmates at
the Shileh Schoel In Notasulga, Alabama,
initiatad the community action restoring
the school as a center of local pride.

Students in Auburn University's Design-
Build Masters Program are helping to
rastors tha Shileh Scheol,
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Complated in 1922, tha Shiloh School
taught children until the sixties,

17 TS WURS HER FOOT ACROSS A
warped fAnorhoard inside the recent-
Iy renuvaled 1922 ). i
rural Notasulga, Alabar
where [ sat in the first grade,” says Liz, hinding
the exawt spul where she fdeeted o ber tiny
desk in 1955, “Mrs. Irving would el me
sbof picking at the finorhoard with my shoe™
She recalls sirict bul canng teachers and
memeries of Friday-night Qund-raisers when
parents and neighbaors paid & dime o waich
mevvics in the school's central classtoom
dand couldn't read or write, but e koe:
withant education, you didn't have any
i andparents built this school
s s o slepping-slone they never had
adds Liz's former classmate, Shirley Fackson.,
dnst as the Rosenwald Schools were the
[ruil of partnerships. preservation eflorts 3
the Shilal School reflect equally ooy
efforts. Adter the foundation was formed e
renuvale the schoul in 2006, students in the
Drezign-Build Masters Program at nearby
Auburn University offered free design
! s and hands-on construetivn help.
Twvelve students dedicated a schoul vear
restoring the exterior and transforming a
classrnom inle 8 community resource cen-
ter. “I took @ grassmeots eflort to buikl this
school, and it ingi

she and fellow
sinstall ol beaded board.

Much of {he funding for the preservation
of the schonls has come from the Lowe's
Charitable & Educational Foundation.
Lowe's. in parinership with the Mational
Trust, has provided grants fo restare 33
S30,000
the completion af

need o act quickly to save these

s Larry Stone, president and

Willie Mags Davis wants to
restore her abandoned
alma mater, Smithville
School. But she'll nead
much more than the origi-
nal $8,000 building cost
to do so.

TLLIE MAE ‘15 TUSHES OPER

an unlocked door o the

1929 Smithville School,

located in a peanul-farm
ing community in southwest Greorgia.
LR of light puur through jugped bro-
Ben glass. illuminating piles of trasl lelt
by squatters. “We can’t get grants until
the courts decide cwnership,” siys Willie
Mae, who attended the school Tor eight
years. “TFmy amates and Tauil paying
the taxes, it might be tom down, 17 the
sl Ioeers comme, you'll o me sitting oo
the roof to stop them.” «

T —— e Visit aur messags boards to share your thowghts about this little-
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